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Dear Parents/Carers
The end of the school year
We have come to the end of another school year! The end of any year brings much to celebrate, much to
look forward to, but also much to say goodbye to.
We bid farewell to our year 6 children and celebrate everything they have achieved and given to our school
in their time with us. We have been blessed by their presence. They have many wonderful opportunities to
look forward to and we pray that God will give them the strength and courage to embrace every moment.
They will enjoy two more days of activities with us on Monday and Tuesday before they officially leave.
The children move into their new classes on Monday and Tuesday. This is a time for them to celebrate
everything they have achieved in their current class and everything they are yet to accomplish in their new
class. We hope they enjoy the transition days and can then look forward to September with confidence.
They should be very proud of their hard work and achievements this year; they are a credit to you all.
We say goodbye to Mr Mudford who leaves at the end of today for his new role at Longcause Community
Special School. He has inspired the children he has taught with a ‘can-do’ attitude, positivity, sensitivity and
compassion. He has transformed the art curriculum offer at St Paul’s, inspiring children and staff with the
confidence to deliver high quality art lessons through the school. We are grateful to him for everything he
has contributed in his time with us - to the children, their families and to us as a staff team. He will be
missed. We wish him every happiness and success for the future.
It is also time for me to say my goodbyes to this very special school community. It has been an honour to
serve you as headteacher. I have been fortunate enough to have spent most of my life at St Paul’s - as a
child at school myself; as a newly qualified teacher; as an assistant headteacher and, most recently, as
headteacher. There is something very unique about St Paul’s which has called me back to roles here over
and over again. It is where I have felt God’s calling most strongly and, although I have chosen to slow my
pace and to have more time with my family and friends, my heart will always remain at St Paul’s.

Thank you to you all - children, families, staff, governors, and parishioners - for the unfailing support and
commitment you have shown me. It has been a privilege to work with you. I wish you all every happiness
and success for the future.
I am delighted to be leaving the school in such a good place and I have every faith in my wonderful team to
continue the work we started together. I know you will join me in welcoming Miss Rowe as she prepares to
take over the reins from September. May God bless each and every one of you.
Message from Canon Mark O’Keeffe, Delegate for Schools, Plymouth Diocese
Canon Mark has sent a letter of congratulation to us all following the official announcement that our
Inspection on Catholic Life has been graded as “Outstanding”. He has commented ‘how pleasing it is’ that
we have achieved this outcome, ‘a most wonderful testament to the hard work, dedication, and
commitment to our Catholic Education here in the Diocese.’ Canon Mark has asked that I pass on his
gratitude and thanks to the children and staff for this ‘richly deserved’ news. He has commented, ‘With
Christ at the centre, we can be assured that all the students are receiving the best possible start to their
lives and enjoy an environment of outstanding learning and a future which is grounded on the Gospel
values. This will benefit them all and serve society with adults who keep at the heart of their lives the
lessons they have learnt from their time at St Paul’s.’
Leavers’ Mass at the Cathedral
What a beautiful mass celebrated with some of the CAST primary schools in the trust. The Year 6’s
behaviour was imbecile. A candle of Christ’s light was passed from the current Year 6 children to the new
Year 6 children reminding them of God’s love for us all.

Year 4 and 5 trip
Year 4 and 5 had a brilliant trip to the Eden Project on Wednesday. The children were a real asset to our
school and illustrated our values and virtues impeccably. We spent the day exploring the two biomes and
taking part in workshops. Year 5 had a workshop based on Ancient Greece. Year 4 had a workshop based on
being plant scientists.

End of year disco today
We are very much looking forward to disco day today. Here is a reminder of the key information:
2pm - 3pm R/KS1 disco
3.15pm - 4.15pm KS2 disco
● R/KS1 parents/carers, please collect your children at 3.15pm from the usual exit.
● KS2 parents/carers, please collect your children at 4.15pm from outside the main reception. Please
contact the school office if your child is in KS2 and will not be staying for the disco.
● Both discos will be supervised by school staff.
● There is NO cost for this event. All children will be provided with a drink and sweets - please let us
know if you would prefer your child not to receive this.
The discos and the children's refreshments are a generous gift from Mr Abbott who has recently stepped
down from the Local Governing Board after twelve years of loyal service. We are hugely grateful to him for
his kindness and for the dedication he has shown us over so many years.
Please contact the school office with any questions. We hope the children enjoy the celebration!
Reminder: Transition days - 25th and 26th July
The children will have two full days in their new classes on Monday 25th and Tuesday 26th July. This will be
a wonderful opportunity for them to get to know their new teacher and their new classroom, as well as
familiarising themselves with the year group routines. This year’s Year 6 will enjoy two days of sports from
Eolas+.
Reminder: Fit and Fed
The Local Authority are taking the Fit and Fed Programme on tour by holding 6 free community events at a
number of different parks and green open spaces across the city thanks to funding from the Government’s
Holiday Activity and Food Fund. The events, which are being coordinated by the Council’s Sports
Development Unit will take place every Tuesday during the summer holidays between 10am and 2pm.
There will be a range of fun family activities including:
■
■
■
■
■
■

inflatables
mini-golf
football darts
archery
slime and bubble creating
art & crafts

The Fit and Fed on tour programme is also being supported by several local organisations including:
■ Plymouth’s school meals provider CATERed who will be providing a selection of hot and cold healthy
lunches
■ The Council’s Natural Infrastructure Team will be providing wildlife walks and nature themed
activities
■ Plymouth Scrapstore will be providing junk modelling, badge making and creative play opportunities
Fit and Fed on tour will visit the following locations. All activities are free and CATERed will be providing
lunch between 12 noon and 1pm.
■
■
■
■
■
■

Tuesday 26 July - Victoria Park, PL1 5NQ
Tuesday 2 August - North Down Crescent, PL2 2AQ
Tuesday 9 August - Ernesettle Green, PL5 2SY
Tuesday 16 August - Tothill Park, PL4 9HF
Tuesday 23 August - Knowle Battery Playing Pitches, PL5 3RX
Tuesday 30 August - Central Park, PL2 3DG

Live Simply
We are working towards the CAFOD live simply award which is an opportunity for Catholic communities to
respond to Pope Francis’ invitation in Laudato Si to “work with generosity and tenderness in protecting this
world which God has entrusted to us”. We have three areas to focus on: to live simply; to live sustainably
with creation and to live in solidarity with the poor.

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
This weekend’s Gospel theme: Pray with an open heart

Lord Jesus, as we remember the prayer you taught your disciples, help us to understand the words, to
pray them with an open heart and to be moved to live our lives as you ask us to.
Amen.

Have a lovely summer. God bless you all.

Mrs Dawn Potterton
Headteacher
d.potterton@plymouthcast.com
‘Let all that you do be done in love.’
Dates for calendar: new dates highlighted in yellow

Friday 22nd July 11am - End of school year Mass - in KS2 playground,
weather permitting
Friday 22nd July - End of year school disco - a gift from Mr Abbott 2-3pm
R/1/2; 3.15-4.15pm 3/4/5/6
Tuesday 26th July 9am - End of year celebration assembly
Tuesday 26th July 3.15pm - Last day of school year
Tuesday 6th September 8.45am - First day of new school year

