
 

St Paul’s Catholic Primary School                          ​ Subject: Geography ​ ​ Leader: Joshua Caves 

Long te rm plan is below followed by the st ructu re of each unit and then the knowledge organiser. Each unit has an assessment. Teache rs should gi ve 
it to the pupils cold at the beginning of the unit and then again at the end of the unit. The assessment will show what the pupils ha ve lea rnt and what 
teache rs need to recover in their next unit.  

Our Vision:  
At St Paul’s, we seek to provide pupils with the essential knowledge they need to be educated citizens in tomor row’s world. It reflects our vision that 
e ve ry child will be supported to achie ve their full potential, growing into the person God wants them to be and flourishing in His love.  
 
Our cur riculum is rooted in a rich knowledge and unde rstanding of our history and he ritage, our cultu re and community and our local challenges 
and opportunities. Our intent is to make a real diffe rence to child ren’s li ves, raising their own and othe rs’ aspi rations, securing educational success 
and deepening their knowledge and love of self and othe rs around them.  
 
We seek to de velop our child ren’s awe and wonder, their self confidence and their ability to be an ‘agent of change’. We want our child ren to know 
their world, to keep themsel ves safe and healthy, to li ve economically, to ‘set the world on fi re’.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The intent of our Geography Cur riculum at St Paul’s  
 
Our high-quality Geography education at St Paul’s  aims to inspi re pupils’ curiosity to know more about the world and its people. Pupils will de velop 
the fundamental Geography skills that are need for them to be educated citizens in tomor row’s world. It reflects our vision that eve ry child will be 
supported to achie ve their full potential and recei ve the essential knowledge that will remain with them for rest of their life.  
The aims for implementation of our cur riculum for Geography at  St Paul’s  
To ensure that all pupils:  

●​ Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places, including their defining physical and human characte ristics and 
how these 

change over time.  
●​ Pupils are competent Geographical explore rs, using “fieldwork” and “enqui ry” to find out about places in an inc reasingly independent way, 

using  
●​ Pupils will de velop a progressi ve range and de velopment of mapping skills and vocabula ry to:  collect, analyse and communicate with a 

range of data gathe red through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their unde rstanding of geographical processes.  
●​ inte rpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, ae rial photographs and Geographical 

Information Systems 
(GIS) 

●​  Pupils will be able to communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, nume rical and quantitati ve skills 
and writing at length 

 



 

 

Reception EYFS:  
 
During the Early Years Foundation Stage, child ren will de velop their geographical unde rstanding through child-initiated and adult-initiated 
acti vities in their continuous provision. At St Paul’s we place a la rge emphasis on de veloping child ren’s vocabula ry through high-quality and rich 
texts and fi rst-hand experiences. Regular opportunities for outdoor lea rning provide opportunities to de velop child ren’s unde rstanding of the 
changing seasons and diffe rent weather conditions. Reception child ren ha ve a regular ‘welly Wednesday’ whe re they explore the local en vi ronment 
of our own school and grounds. During the autumn te rm child ren will begin their geographical lea rning journey by exploring the geography of our 
own school and grounds, before progressing onto exploring the local area during the Spring te rm. Once child ren ha ve a secure geographical 
unde rstanding of the area in which they li ve, they will begin to explore cont rasting en vi ronments from around the world during the Summer te rm.  
 
Early Years Foundation Stage Framework (2021) 
 
Educational Programmes: Unde rstanding the World 
 
Unde rstanding the world in vol ves guiding child ren to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of 
child ren’s personal 

 



 

experiences inc reases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libra ries and museums to meeting important 
members of 
society such as police office rs, nurses and fi refighte rs. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster 
their 
unde rstanding of our cultu rally, socially, technologically and ecologically di ve rse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their 
familia rity 
with words that support unde rstanding ac ross domains. Enriching and widening child ren’s vocabula ry will support later reading comprehension. 
 
ELG: People, Cultu re and Communities 
 
Child ren at the expected le vel of de velopment will: - Desc ribe their immediate en vi ronment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non-fiction 
texts and maps; - Know some simila rities and diffe rences between diffe rent religious and cultu ral communities in this count ry, drawing on their 
experiences 
and what has been read in class; - Explain some simila rities and diffe rences between life in this count ry and life in other count ries, drawing on 
knowledge 
from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps. 
 
ELG: The Natu ral World 
Child ren at the expected le vel of de velopment will: - Explore the natu ral world around them, making observations and drawing pictu res of animals 
and 
plants; - Know some simila rities and diffe rences between the natu ral world around them and cont rasting en vi ronments, drawing on their 
experiences and 
what has been read in class; - Unde rstand some important processes and changes in the natu ral world around them, including the seasons and 
changing 
states of matter 
 

 



 

 

The Three III’s.  

Geography is taught in carefully sequenced blocks throughout the year so that pupils achie ve depth in their lea rning by knowing more, remembering 
more and applying their knowledge over time. Geography alte rnates with History on a half-te rmly basis, ensuring full cove rage of the National 
Cur riculum while allowing pupils sufficient time to re visit, embed and apply key knowledge and skills.  Our Geography cur riculum, deli ve red by our 
scheme , is designed to inspi re pupils to become curious, confident and explorati ve thinke rs who think like geographe rs. Pupils de velop a secure 
unde rstanding of the world at a range of scales — local, national and global — and build an appreciation of how geographical processes shape li ves, 
places and en vi ronments over time. The Geography subject lead has identified key knowledge, skills and concepts that pupils will encounter from 
EYFS through to the end of their primary journey in Year 6. These are re visited and built upon ac ross key stages to ensure clear progression and 
secure unde rstanding. A st rong emphasis is placed on the local area, which is fully utilised to support meaningful fieldwork, enqui ry and real-world 
application. 

Our Geography cur riculum is knowledge-rich and discipline-led, ensuring that pupils de velop both substanti ve knowledge (what they lea rn about 
places, processes and en vi ronments) and disciplina ry knowledge (how geographe rs in vestigate, analyse and inte rpret the world). The National 
Cur riculum strands run through e ve ry Geography unit: Locational knowledge; Place knowledge; Human and physical geography; Geographical skills 
and fieldwork. These st rands are inte rwoven ac ross all units to c reate engaging and purposeful lea rning experiences that allow pupils to in vestigate 
geography as geographe rs do. Each unit is st ructu red around an enqui ry-based question, encouraging pupils to follow a clear geographical enqui ry 
cycle: Question → Observe → Measure → Record → Analyse → Conclude → Communicate This approach enables pupils to ask meaningful questions, 
collect and inte rpret data, draw conclusions and present findings using appropriate geographical vocabula ry and methods. 

 

 

 



 

 

Year groups  Progression  

EYFS Child ren begin de veloping geographical unde rstanding through 
exploration of their immediate en vi ronment. They observe simila rities 
and diffe rences between places, discuss weather and seasons, and sta rt 
to use simple maps and di rectional language through adult-led and 
child-initiated lea rning. 

Key Stage 1 Pupils de velop their awareness of place and location, lea rning about the 
UK and the wider world. They begin to identify human and physical 
featu res, explore hot and cold regions, and car ry out simple fieldwork in 
the local area. Mapping skills, basic data collection and the use of 
geographical vocabula ry are int roduced and practised. 

LKS2 Pupils deepen their unde rstanding of physical and human geography, 
studying climate zones, biomes, ri ve rs, mountains, volcanoes and 
ea rthquakes. They compare regions, explore how humans inte ract with 
en vi ronments and de velop confidence using maps, atlases, grid 
refe rences and digital mapping. Fieldwork becomes more st ructu red, with 
pupils collecting, recording and presenting data independently. 

UKS2 Pupils apply and extend their geographical knowledge to more complex 
global contexts. They analyse patte rns, dist ributions and relationships 
between physical and human featu res, explore climate change, 
migration, t rade and resource dist ribution, and e valuate en vi ronmental 
issues. Pupils use ad vanced mapping skills, including si x-figure grid 

 



 

refe rences, thematic maps and GIS, and conduct independent 
geographical enqui ries supported by purposeful fieldwork.  

 

 Disciplina ry concepts​

 These concepts are encounte red in a range of contexts th rough the study of local, national and global geography. As a result, child ren are gi ven varied 
opportunities to lea rn how geographe rs use disciplina ry skills to in vestigate places, analyse patte rns and relationships, and make informed judgements 
about the world. Pupils confidently de velop and apply their own geographical skill set, including fieldwork, data collection, mapping and inte rpretation. 
As child ren progress through the scheme of work, they inc reasingly gene rate and pursue their own geographical enqui ries, using a range of sources, 
maps, data and fi rst-hand e vidence gathe red through fieldwork. Child ren progress by de veloping their knowledge and unde rstanding of both 
substanti ve and disciplina ry concepts through experiencing them ac ross diffe rent places, en vi ronments and scales. Fi ve golden threads run through 
our Geography cur riculum: Locational Knowledge & Spatial Awareness; Place, Simila rity and Diffe rence; Physical Geography & Natural Processes; 
Human Geography, Settlement & Land Use; Geographical Skills, Fieldwork & Enqui ry.These concepts are encounte red in a variety of contexts 
th rough the study of local, national, and global geography. Child ren are gi ven rich opportunities to explore how geographe rs in vestigate places, 
analyze patte rns and relationships, and make informed judgements about the world. Pupils confidently de velop and apply their own geographical skill 
set, including fieldwork, data collection, mapping, spatial analysis, and inte rpretation. As child ren progress through the scheme of work, they 
inc reasingly gene rate and pursue their own geographical enqui ries, using a range of sources, maps, data, and fi rst-hand e vidence gathe red through 
fieldwork. Child ren progress by de veloping knowledge and unde rstanding of both substanti ve concepts (e.g., settlements, land use, climate, biomes) 
and disciplina ry concepts (e.g., geographical enqui ry, analysis, inte rpretation) ac ross diffe rent places, en vi ronments, and scales. 

 

 

 



 

Why ha ve we chosen to follow and adapt KAPOW’s history cur riculum to suit the needs of our child ren? 

The Kapow Geography cur riculum has been chosen as it provides a well-sequenced, knowledge-rich framework that enables pupils to build secure 
geographical unde rstanding and disciplina ry thinking over time. Its enqui ry-led approach supports pupils in de veloping both substanti ve and 
disciplina ry knowledge while encouraging curiosity, c ritical thinking, and a sense of global citizenship. The cur riculum is deliberately adapted to 
reflect Plymouth’s local context, allowing pupils to make meaningful connections between local, national, and global geography. Plymouth’s maritime 
he ritage, coastal landscapes, ri ver systems, urban de velopment, and en vi ronmental challenges are woven into units to deepen rele vance and 
engagement. This ensures pupils unde rstand how their local en vi ronment cont ributes to wider national and global geographical patte rns. The 
flexibility of the Kapow cur riculum enables teache rs to adapt content, sources, and outcomes to meet the needs of all lea rne rs, including SEND and 
disad vantaged pupils, without compromising ambition. As a result, pupils de velop a cohe rent unde rstanding of places, en vi ronments, and processes, a 
st rong sense of spatial awareness, and the knowledge and skills needed to think and work as geographe rs. 

Local geography/field work:  

Local geography is embedded purposefully within the cur riculum rather than taught as a standalone or tokenistic unit. Through the cur riculum, local 
Plymouth geography is meaningfully linked to national and global geographical enqui ries, enabling pupils to see how their locality cont ributes to 
wider en vi ronmental, human, and spatial patte rns. Plymouth case studies—such as its maritime he ritage, coastal landscapes, dockyards, ri ve rs, 
urban de velopment, and en vi ronmental changes—are used to deepen unde rstanding of key geographical concepts including place, significance, 
human-en vi ronment inte raction, and continuity and change. This approach ensures that local geography st rengthens pupils’ substanti ve knowledge 
and disciplina ry thinking, making lea rning rele vant, cohe rent, and rooted in a st rong sense of place. Other examples include: 

●​ Coastal processes → Comparing Plymouth’s coastline and port de velopment with other UK and global coastal settlements.​
 

●​ Urban de velopment and land use → Plymouth’s city growth compared to national and inte rnational urbanisation t rends.​
 

●​ Maritime t rade and migration → Linking Plymouth’s historic dockyards to patte rns of global t rade and population movement.​
 

●​ Envi ronmental change → Examining human impact on Plymouth’s ri ve rs, coast, and green spaces, alongside global examples.​
 

 



 

●​ Significance → “Which has had the greatest impact on Plymouth’s de velopment: maritime t rade or tourism?”​
 

Enqui ry-led st ructu re supports adaptation for all lea rne rs 

The enqui ry-led st ructu re of the cur riculum supports adaptation for all lea rne rs by allowing teache rs to tailor lessons without compromising 
cur riculum intent. Lessons encourage in vestigation, discussion, and the use of a range of geographical sources, which can be simplified, scaffolded, or 
extended depending on lea rne rs’ abilities.For example, local Plymouth sources such as maps, ae rial photographs, field sketches, and en vi ronmental 
data can be used to make abst ract geographical concepts conc rete and meaningful. This approach benefits SEND and EAL pupils by connecting 
lea rning to familiar contexts, reducing cogniti ve load, and promoting engagement, while ensuring all pupils de velop the knowledge, skills, and 
confidence to think and work like geographe rs. 

Built-in flexibility without loss of rigour 

The cur riculum offe rs built-in flexibility without compromising rigour, enabling teache rs to adapt content and examples to suit the needs and 
inte rests of their pupils. In a Plymouth context, this allows local geography—such as the city’s coastline, dockyards, ri ver systems, and green 
spaces—to be woven into national and global enqui ries, making lea rning more rele vant and engaging.Teache rs can adjust sources, questioning, and 
outcomes to provide additional support or challenge, ensuring all pupils can access and deepen their geographical unde rstanding. This balance of 
st ructu re and adaptability maintains high expectations while promoting meaningful, contextualised lea rning for e ve ry lea rner. 

Supports inclusi ve, cultu rally responsi ve history teaching 

The cur riculum supports inclusi ve and cultu rally responsi ve geography teaching by ensuring a wide range of perspecti ves and experiences are 
represented and explored. In Plymouth, this enables pupils to study local communities’ di ve rse geographies, including migration, maritime t rade, 
urban and rural de velopment, and en vi ronmental change, alongside national and global contexts. By connecting geographical enqui ry to pupils’ own 
li ves and sur roundings, the cur riculum foste rs engagement, belonging, and unde rstanding of multiple viewpoints. This approach helps all lea rne rs 
see themsel ves reflected in the world around them, encourages c ritical thinking about human-en vi ronment relationships, and de velops the knowledge 
and skills to think and work as geographe rs in an inclusi ve and cultu rally aware way 

 



 

 

How does the cur riculum align with the national cur riculum? 

How the Cur riculum Aligns with the National Cur riculum 
The Geography cur riculum is fully aligned with England’s National Cur riculum, ensuring pupils build both substanti ve knowledge of places, 
en vi ronments, and processes and disciplina ry skills in geographical enqui ry, mapping, and data inte rpretation. From EYFS through KS2, pupils 
de velop spatial and locational awareness, explore local, national, and global en vi ronments, and study themes such as human and physical 
geography, settlement, t rade, and en vi ronmental change. The cur riculum is enriched with Plymouth-specific contexts, including maritime he ritage, 
dockyards, coastal management, urban de velopment, and en vi ronmental change, making lea rning rele vant and engaging while maintaining 
statutory cove rage. Its enqui ry-led and flexible st ructu re allows adaptation for all lea rne rs without compromising rigour, supporting a cohe rent, 
knowledge-rich, and cultu rally responsi ve geography cur riculum. 

●​ EYFS/KS1: Pupils lea rn about their own locality, local en vi ronments, and significant physical and human featu res, meeting the statutory 
focus on spatial awareness, mapping, and en vi ronmental unde rstanding. 

●​ Lower KS2 (Years 3–4): Units de velop pupils’ knowledge of ri ve rs, coasts, settlements, and biomes, reflecting national cur riculum aims for 
broader geographical awareness, human-en vi ronment inte raction, and mapping skills. 

●​ Upper KS2 (Years 5–6): Pupils study complex en vi ronmental systems, population change, ene rgy, t rade, and sustainability, using fieldwork 
and a range of sources to e valuate impact, aligning with the National Cur riculum’s emphasis on geographical enqui ry, inte rpretation, and 
global connections. 

2025 - 2026 Long te rm plan:  

In the 2025–2026 academic year, we are using a mi xtu re of units from Cur riculum B to reflect recent de velopments in the geography cur riculum. 
This approach allows us to carefully select and sequence content to ensure continuity and progression, while making sure that pupils acqui re the 
substanti ve and disciplina ry geographical knowledge they need by the end of Year 6. By blending units, we can cover essential geographical concepts, 
places, en vi ronments, and skills, while also maintaining opportunities for local contextualisation, fieldwork, and enqui ry-based lea rning. This 

 



 

ensures that pupils lea ve Key Stage 2 with a cohe rent unde rstanding of physical and human geography, a secure sense of place and spatial 
awareness, and the ability to think and work like geographe rs. 

  

Year group  Autumn term  Spring term  Summer Term 

R/1 Exploring Maps  Outdoor adventures  Around the World 

Y1/Y2 - Cycle B Where Am I? Would you prefer to live in a cold 
or hot place? 

What is it like to live in 
Shanghai? 

Y3/Y4 - Cycle B Who lives in Antarctica?  Are all settlements the same? What are rivers and how are they 
used? 

Y5/Y6 - Cycle B Why does the population 
change?  

Why do oceans matter? Can I carry out an independent 
fieldwork enquiry? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Reception/Y1  - Cycle A  
Exploring Maps  Outdoor Adventu res  Around the World 

Substanti ve knowledge  
​

 Child ren de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
lea rning about maps and their purposes, 
unde rstanding that maps represent places, and 
beginning to recognise simple symbols and 
locations. They are int roduced to the idea that 
places can be represented in diffe rent ways, from 
stories to pictu res to games. 

​

 Child ren de velop substanti ve 
knowledge by using their senses to 
explore the natu ral world around 
them. They lea rn about seasonal 
changes, observe plants, animals, 
and weather, and de velop an 
unde rstanding of the en vi ronment 
and their place within it. 

 ​
 Child ren de velop substanti ve 
knowledge by exploring diffe rent 
count ries, cultu res, and 
en vi ronments. They compare these 
global en vi ronments to their local 
area, lea rning about cultu ral and 
physical di ve rsity and beginning to 
unde rstand that people li ve in 
diffe rent ways in diffe rent parts of 
the world. 

Disciplina ry knowledge  
 Child ren de velop disciplina ry knowledge by 
engaging in discussion, storytelling, games, and 
c reati ve acti vities to use maps, follow simple routes, 
and locate familiar places. They ask questions and 
make observations about diffe rent places.​
 

Child ren de velop disciplina ry 
knowledge by exploring outdoors, 
observing changes in natu re, and 
desc ribing what they see, hear, and 
feel. They begin to collect simple 
data and record findings through 
drawing, talking, or 
photographing. 

 Child ren de velop disciplina ry 
knowledge by using digital maps, 
books, role play, and discussions to 
explore global places. They compare 
en vi ronments, ask questions about 
diffe rences and simila rities, and 
begin to think about how geography 
affects people’s li ves. 

 



 

EYFS lea rning goals  
Unde rstanding the World: Child ren know about 
their immediate en vi ronment and can explore how 
places are connected. 

Communication & Language: Child ren listen, ask 
questions, and talk about places, making 
connections between maps and real-life locations. 

Expressi ve Arts & Design: Child ren represent places 
and ideas through drawing, role play, and c reati ve 
acti vities. 

Unde rstanding the World: 
Child ren observe seasonal changes, 
li ving things, and natu ral 
processes in their en vi ronment.​
 

Physical Development: Child ren 
de velop movement and 
coordination while exploring 
outdoors.​
 

Communication & Language: 
Child ren desc ribe what they see, 
hear, and feel, using vocabula ry 
related to the natu ral world. 

Unde rstanding the World: 
Child ren know about simila rities 
and diffe rences in en vi ronments, 
cultu res, and communities 
globally.​
 

Personal, Social & Emotional 
Development: Child ren begin to 
unde rstand people’s li ves in 
diffe rent places and show respect 
for di ve rsity.​
 

Communication & Language: 
Child ren ask and answer questions 
about diffe rent places and cultu res, 
building knowledge and 
vocabula ry. 

 

 

Y1/Y2 - Cycle B  Where Am I? Would you prefer to li ve in a cold or hot place? What is it like to li ve in Shanghai? 
 

 



 

Substanti ve knowledge  
Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
exploring their local area and the wider UK, 
lea rning to identify key physical and human 
featu res. They begin to unde rstand spatial 
awareness through simple maps and 
di rectional language, and how places can be 
represented using symbols. Pupils also gain 
knowledge of how their immediate 
en vi ronment cont ributes to their sense of 
place. 

Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
lea rning about diffe rent climates and climate 
zones, comparing hot and cold regions of the 
world such as the Poles and Kenya. They lea rn 
how temperatu re and weather influence 
landscapes, lifestyles, and settlements, 
de veloping an unde rstanding of 
human-en vi ronment inte raction ac ross 
diffe rent places. 

Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
exploring a city outside the UK, lea rning 
about Shanghai’s physical featu res (ri ve rs, 
coastlines, parks) and human featu res 
(buildings, roads, land use). They compare 
these featu res to their local area, gaining 
knowledge about urban en vi ronments 
and how geography shapes daily life in 
diffe rent contexts. 

Disciplina ry knowledge  
The unit de velops disciplina ry knowledge by 
encouraging pupils to use maps, ae rial 
photographs, and field sketches to in vestigate 
their sur roundings, ask questions about 
location and di rection, and begin to make 
simple comparisons between places. Pupils also 
lea rn to record and present information using 
basic symbols and maps. 

The unit de velops disciplina ry knowledge by 
encouraging pupils to observe and compare 
climates, ask questions about the impact of 
weather on humans and animals, and use 
maps and globes to locate diffe rent regions. 
Pupils begin to analyse patte rns such as 
temperatu re diffe rences between places and 
discuss how this influences how people li ve. 

 

The unit de velops disciplina ry knowledge 
by encouraging pupils to examine maps, 
photographs, and other sources to explore 
a distant city, ask questions about human 
and physical featu res, and compare urban 
life in Shanghai to their local context. 
Pupils begin to make simple judgements 
about the simila rities and diffe rences 
between places and think about how 
geography affects lifestyles. 

 

 



 

National cur riculum  
This aligns with the National Cur riculum for 
Geography at Key Stage 1, supporting pupils’ 
unde rstanding of location, spatial awareness, 
and basic mapping skills, as well as de veloping 
the enqui ry skills needed to think and work like 
geographe rs. 

This aligns with the National Cur riculum for 
Geography at Key Stage 1, helping pupils 
unde rstand climate, seasonal and daily 
weather patte rns, and de veloping the ability 
to in vestigate and compare diffe rent places 
using geographical tools. 

This aligns with the National Cur riculum 
for Geography at Key Stage 1, supporting 
pupils’ unde rstanding of human and 
physical featu res of places outside the UK, 
and de veloping enqui ry skills to 
in vestigate, compare, and desc ribe how 
geography affects people’s li ves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y3/Y4 - Cycle B Who Li ves in Anta rctica? Are All Settlements the Same? What Are Ri ve rs and How Are They Used? 

 



 

substanti ve knowledge Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
lea rning about polar regions, including their 
physical featu res (ice, mountains, glacie rs) and 
ext reme climates. They unde rstand how 
latitude and longitude influence climate, and 
begin to explore how humans survi ve in such 
en vi ronments, including links to the explorer 
Shackleton. 

Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
exploring diffe rent types of settlements 
(urban, rural, villages, towns, cities) and land 
use. They lea rn about human and physical 
featu res of settlements locally and globally, 
including New Delhi, and unde rstand the 
factors that influence whe re people li ve and 
how settlements de velop. 

Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
studying ri ve rs and the water cycle, 
including the names and locations of 
major ri ve rs around the world. They lea rn 
how ri ve rs are used by humans (t ransport, 
water supply, ene rgy, rec reation) and how 
they shape landscapes physically and 
cultu rally. 

Disciplina ry knowledge  
The unit de velops disciplina ry knowledge by 
encouraging pupils to use maps and globes to 
locate polar regions, ask questions about 
climate and human acti vity, and compare 
ext reme en vi ronments to more familiar 
places. Pupils also begin to record observations 
and inte rpret e vidence from sources such as 
photographs and explore rs’ accounts. 

The unit de velops disciplina ry knowledge by 
encouraging pupils to observe, desc ribe, and 
compare settlements, use maps and ae rial 
photographs, and analyse land use patte rns. 
Pupils ask questions about the reasons for 
diffe rences between urban and rural areas 
and begin to make simple conclusions about 
human-en vi ronment inte raction. 

The unit de velops disciplina ry knowledge 
by encouraging pupils to in vestigate ri ve rs 
th rough maps, diagrams, and fieldwork, 
ask questions about ri ver processes, uses, 
and human impact, and record and 
present findings. Pupils lea rn to analyse 
patte rns and begin to make judgements 
about the significance of ri ve rs locally and 
globally. 

National cur riculum  
This aligns with the National Cur riculum for 
Geography at Lower Key Stage 2, supporting 
pupils’ unde rstanding of location, climate 
zones, and ext reme en vi ronments, as well as 
de veloping enqui ry skills to in vestigate and 

This aligns with the National Cur riculum for 
Geography at Lower Key Stage 2, helping 
pupils unde rstand human geography, 
settlements, land use, and patte rns of 
population, and de velop the ability to 

This aligns with the National Cur riculum 
for Geography at Lower Key Stage 2, 
supporting pupils’ unde rstanding of 
physical geography, ri ve rs, and water 
cycles, as well as de veloping enqui ry skills 

 



 

compare global regions. in vestigate and compare places using 
geographical tools. 

to in vestigate human and en vi ronmental 
inte raction with ri ve rs. 
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Y5/Y6 - Cycle B Why Does Population Change? Why Do Oceans Matter?  Can I Car ry Out an Independent 
Fieldwork Enqui ry? 

Substanti ve knowledge  
Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
lea rning why populations va ry ac ross the 
world, including factors that affect population 
size, such as bi rth and death rates. They explore 
social, economic, and en vi ronmental push and 
pull factors, and consider how population 
change affects local, national, and global 
communities, including population t rends in 
Britain. 

Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
studying the importance of oceans for 
ecosystems, climate, t ransport, and human 
acti vity. They lea rn how oceans ha ve changed 
over time, including human impacts such as 
climate change and pollution, with a case 
study on the Great Bar rier Reef. 

 Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
observing and in vestigating their local 
area, identifying human and physical 
featu res, collecting and recording data, 
and analysing results. They gain 
unde rstanding of how fieldwork can 
inform geographical knowledge and 
decision-making about places and 
en vi ronments. 

Disciplina ry knowledge  
The unit de velops disciplina ry knowledge by 
encouraging pupils to use maps, graphs, and 
data to in vestigate population dist ribution, ask 
questions about causes and effects, and 
compare diffe rent regions. Pupils analyse 
population patte rns and begin to make 
judgements about the impact of population 
change locally and globally. 

 

 The unit de velops disciplina ry knowledge by 
encouraging pupils to examine maps, 
diagrams, photographs, and seconda ry 
sources to in vestigate ocean en vi ronments, 
ask questions about change over time, and 
e valuate human impact. Pupils lea rn to 
inte rpret data and communicate findings 
about global issues such as climate change. 

 

 The unit de velops disciplina ry knowledge 
by encouraging pupils to plan, car ry out, 
and present fieldwork independently, 
including making observations, measuring 
and recording data, and using maps and 
diagrams. Pupils lea rn to analyse 
findings, draw conclusions, and reflect on 
geographical processes and 
human-en vi ronment inte ractions. 

 



 

National cur riculum  
This aligns with the National Cur riculum for 
Geography at Upper Key Stage 2, supporting 
pupils’ unde rstanding of human geography, 
population, migration, and global patte rns, as 
well as de veloping enqui ry skills to in vestigate 
and inte rpret data. 

 This aligns with the National Cur riculum for 
Geography at Upper Key Stage 2, supporting 
pupils’ unde rstanding of physical geography, 
en vi ronmental change, and global 
ecosystems, and de veloping enqui ry skills to 
e valuate human impact and sustainability 
issues. 

​

  

This aligns with the National Cur riculum 
for Geography at Upper Key Stage 2, 
supporting pupils’ unde rstanding of 
fieldwork skills, data collection, and spatial 
analysis, and de veloping the ability to 
independently in vestigate local 
en vi ronments and communicate findings 
like a geographer. 

 

 

 

 

2026 - 2027  Long te rm plan:  

As a result of blending units from Cur riculum A and B in 2025–2026 to respond to recent cur riculum changes, we ha ve ca refully adapted the history 
cur riculum for the 2026–2027 academic year to ensure continuity and progression. This year we will ha ve a mi xed year 4/5 class. Due to this, we 
ha ve blending units from the 3/4 and 5/6 cur riculum. These adaptations allow us to maintain cove rage of all key periods, themes, and skills, while 
ensuring that pupils continue to build the substanti ve and disciplina ry knowledge requi red by the end of Year 6. By re viewing sequencing, enqui ry 
questions, and local context opportunities, we can provide a cohe rent, knowledge-rich cur riculum that guarantees all pupils lea ve Key Stage 2 with a 
secure unde rstanding of history, st rong chronological awareness, and the ability to in vestigate, inte rpret, and e valuate historical e vidence effecti vely 

 

 

 



 

 

Year group  Autumn te rm  Spring te rm  Summer Term 

R/1 Exploring Maps  Outdoor ad ventu res  Around the World 

Y1/Y2 - Cycle A What is it like he re? What is the weather like in the 
UK? 

What can you see at the coast? 

Y3/Y4 - Cycle A 
 

Why do people li ve near 
volcanoes? 

Why are rainforests important to 
us? 

Where does our food come from? 

Year 4/5  Why do people li ve near 
volcanoes? 

Would you like to li ve in a dese rt? Why are rainforests important to 
us? 

Y5/Y6 - Cycle A 
 

What is life like in the Alps? Would you like to li ve in a dese rt? Where does our ene rgy come 
from? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Reception/Y1  - Cycle A  
Exploring Maps  Outdoor Adventu res  Around the World 

Substanti ve knowledge  
​

 Child ren de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
lea rning about maps and their purposes, 
unde rstanding that maps represent places, and 
beginning to recognise simple symbols and 
locations. They are int roduced to the idea that 
places can be represented in diffe rent ways, from 
stories to pictu res to games. 

​

 Child ren de velop substanti ve 
knowledge by using their senses to 
explore the natu ral world around 
them. They lea rn about seasonal 
changes, observe plants, animals, 
and weather, and de velop an 
unde rstanding of the en vi ronment 
and their place within it. 

 ​
 Child ren de velop substanti ve 
knowledge by exploring diffe rent 
count ries, cultu res, and 
en vi ronments. They compare these 
global en vi ronments to their local 
area, lea rning about cultu ral and 
physical di ve rsity and beginning to 
unde rstand that people li ve in 
diffe rent ways in diffe rent parts of 
the world. 

Disciplina ry knowledge  
 Child ren de velop disciplina ry knowledge by 
engaging in discussion, storytelling, games, and 
c reati ve acti vities to use maps, follow simple routes, 
and locate familiar places. They ask questions and 
make observations about diffe rent places.​
 

Child ren de velop disciplina ry 
knowledge by exploring outdoors, 
observing changes in natu re, and 
desc ribing what they see, hear, and 
feel. They begin to collect simple 
data and record findings through 
drawing, talking, or 

 Child ren de velop disciplina ry 
knowledge by using digital maps, 
books, role play, and discussions to 
explore global places. They compare 
en vi ronments, ask questions about 
diffe rences and simila rities, and 
begin to think about how geography 

 



 

photographing. affects people’s li ves. 

EYFS lea rning goals  
Unde rstanding the World: Child ren know about 
their immediate en vi ronment and can explore how 
places are connected. 

Communication & Language: Child ren listen, ask 
questions, and talk about places, making 
connections between maps and real-life locations. 

Expressi ve Arts & Design: Child ren represent places 
and ideas through drawing, role play, and c reati ve 
acti vities. 

Unde rstanding the World: 
Child ren observe seasonal changes, 
li ving things, and natu ral 
processes in their en vi ronment.​
 

Physical Development: Child ren 
de velop movement and 
coordination while exploring 
outdoors.​
 

Communication & Language: 
Child ren desc ribe what they see, 
hear, and feel, using vocabula ry 
related to the natu ral world. 

Unde rstanding the World: 
Child ren know about simila rities 
and diffe rences in en vi ronments, 
cultu res, and communities 
globally.​
 

Personal, Social & Emotional 
Development: Child ren begin to 
unde rstand people’s li ves in 
diffe rent places and show respect 
for di ve rsity.​
 

Communication & Language: 
Child ren ask and answer questions 
about diffe rent places and cultu res, 
building knowledge and 
vocabula ry. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Y1/Y2  - Cycle A  What is it like he re? What is the weather like in the UK? What can you see at the coast? 

Substanti ve knowledge  
Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
exploring their local en vi ronment, identifying 
key physical and human featu res, and 
unde rstanding what makes their local area 
unique. They lea rn about spatial awareness 
and how places can be represented using 
simple maps and symbols. 

Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
lea rning about weather patte rns and seasonal 
change ac ross the UK. They observe, record, 
and compare weather, and gain an 
unde rstanding of how weather affects people, 
plants, and animals. 

Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
exploring coasts and coastal featu res, 
identifying physical featu res such as cliffs, 
beaches, and seas, and human featu res 
such as ports and tourist areas. They lea rn 
how people inte ract with coastal 
en vi ronments. 

Disciplina ry knowledge  
Pupils de velop disciplina ry knowledge by using 
maps and ae rial photographs, asking questions 
about their sur roundings, c reating simple 
maps, and making comparisons between 
places. 

 Pupils de velop disciplina ry knowledge by 
collecting and recording weather data, 
observing patte rns over time, and asking 
questions about diffe rences between regions. 

Pupils de velop disciplina ry knowledge by 
examining maps and photographs, asking 
questions about physical and human 
featu res, and making simple comparisons 
between the coast and other places. 

National cur riculum  
This aligns with KS1 Geography, supporting 
pupils’ unde rstanding of location, local 
en vi ronments, and basic mapping skills, and 
de veloping enqui ry skills to think like 
geographe rs. 

This aligns with KS1 Geography, supporting 
pupils’ unde rstanding of seasonal change, 
weather patte rns, and local va riation, and 
de veloping basic observation and recording 
skills. 

This aligns with KS1 Geography, 
supporting pupils’ unde rstanding of 
physical and human featu res of the local 
and UK coast, and de veloping enqui ry 
skills to in vestigate and desc ribe places. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Y3/4 - Cycle A  Why do people li ve near volcanoes? Why are rainforests important to us? Where does our food come from? 

Substanti ve knowledge  
Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
lea rning about tectonic plates, volcanoes, 
ea rthquakes, and mountains, and 
unde rstanding why humans choose to li ve in 
volcanic areas. They explore both physical 
processes and human-en vi ronment 
inte raction. 

 Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
lea rning about t ropical rainforests, their 
ecosystems, and global importance. They 
explore layers of the rainforest, biodi ve rsity, 
and human impact, including the benefits 
and challenges of rainforest use by local 
communities. 

 Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
exploring food dist ribution, t rade, and 
agricultu re, lea rning whe re common foods 
originate, and unde rstanding issues such 
as fair t rade and local vs global sourcing. 

Disciplina ry knowledge  
Pupils de velop disciplina ry knowledge by using 
maps and diagrams, asking questions about 
natu ral haza rds, and analysing human 
decisions in volcanic regions. 

​

  

Pupils de velop disciplina ry knowledge by 
in vestigating rainforest featu res, comparing 
types of forest, and e valuating human impact 
and en vi ronmental management 

Pupils de velop disciplina ry knowledge by 
mapping food origins, examining t rade 
patte rns, and discussing the impact of 
human choices on the en vi ronment. 

 

 



 

National cur riculum  
This aligns with Lower KS2 Geography, 
supporting pupils’ unde rstanding of physical 
geography, natu ral haza rds, and 
human-en vi ronment inte raction, and 
de veloping enqui ry skills to in vestigate global 
patte rns. 

This aligns with Lower KS2 Geography, 
supporting pupils’ unde rstanding of biomes, 
ecosystems, and global en vi ronmental 
importance, and de veloping skills to compare 
places and e valuate human impact. 

 

 This aligns with Lower KS2 Geography, 
supporting pupils’ unde rstanding of 
human geography, t rade, and food 
production, and de veloping enqui ry skills 
to in vestigate global and local connections. 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Y5/Y6 - Cycle A What is life like in the Alps? Would you like to li ve in a dese rt? Where does our ene rgy come from? 

Substanti ve knowledge  
Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
lea rning about mountain en vi ronments, 
climate, and human acti vity, including 
tourism and settlement. They compare the Alps 
with their own locality. 

Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
lea rning about hot dese rt en vi ronments, their 
physical featu res, climate, and how humans 
adapt to li ve in ext reme conditions. 

 Pupils de velop substanti ve knowledge by 
lea rning about renewable and 
non-renewable ene rgy sources, their 
origins, uses, and impact on people and the 
en vi ronment. 

Disciplina ry knowledge  
Pupils de velop disciplina ry knowledge by using 
maps, photographs, and fieldwork, comparing 
physical and human featu res, and e valuating 
human-en vi ronment inte ractions. 

 

 

 Pupils de velop disciplina ry knowledge by 
observing and comparing dese rt 
en vi ronments, asking questions about 
adaptation, and analysing human 
decision-making. 

Pupils de velop disciplina ry knowledge by 
in vestigating ene rgy sources using maps, 
diagrams, and data, asking questions 
about en vi ronmental and social impact, 
and presenting findings. 

National cur riculum  
This aligns with Upper KS2 Geography, 
supporting pupils’ unde rstanding of physical 
geography, climate, and human-en vi ronment 
inte raction, and de veloping enqui ry skills to 
in vestigate and compare places. 

 This aligns with Upper KS2 Geography, 
supporting pupils’ unde rstanding of biomes, 
ext reme en vi ronments, and human 
adaptation, and de veloping enqui ry and 
comparison skills. 

This aligns with Upper KS2 Geography, 
supporting pupils’ unde rstanding of 
resources, ene rgy, and sustainability, and 
de veloping enqui ry skills to e valuate 
human impact on the en vi ronment. 

 



 

 

Unit Year Group Local Link to Plymouth 

Exploring Maps EYFS/KS1 Child ren explore local st reets, parks, and playgrounds, 
using simple maps of Plymouth school grounds or 
nea rby areas to de velop spatial awareness. 

Outdoor Adventu res EYFS/KS1 Explore Plymouth Hoe, Cent ral Park, and local gardens, 
observing seasonal changes, plants, animals, and 
human inte ractions with the en vi ronment. 

Around the World EYFS/KS1 Compare local Plymouth en vi ronments (coast, parks, 
urban areas) with global places, discussing how 
geography shapes e ve ryday life. 

Whe re Am I? Y1/Y2 Investigate local landmarks, neighbourhoods, and 
featu res, mapping st reets, ri ve rs (Tamar/ Plym), and 
parks to unde rstand local spatial patte rns. 

 



 

Would You Prefer to 
Li ve in a Cold or Hot 
Place? 

Y1/Y2 Compare Plymouth’s climate with hot/cold regions, such 
as Kenya or the Arctic, linking to how climate affects 
buildings, clothing, and daily life locally vs globally. 

What Is It Like to Li ve 
in Shanghai? 

Y1/Y2 Compare urban featu res, land use, and population 
density in Plymouth and Shanghai, highlighting 
simila rities/diffe rences in t ransport, housing, and city 
planning. 

Who Li ves in 
Anta rctica? 

Y3/Y4 Explore latitude and longitude in relation to Plymouth, 
linking ext reme polar climates to Plymouth’s temperate 
en vi ronment. Discuss Anta rctic resea rch and 
Plymouth’s maritime connections. 

Are All Settlements the 
Same? 

Y3/Y4 Compare Plymouth as an urban settlement with rural 
Devon villages and New Delhi, exploring human and 
physical featu res, land use, and infrast ructu re. 

What Are Ri ve rs and 
How Are They Used? 

Y3/Y4 Study the Ri ver Plym and Tamar, exploring uses for 
t ransport, leisure, and ecology. Compare to ri ve rs 
globally to unde rstand human-en vi ronment 
inte raction. 

 



 

Why Do People Li ve 
Near Volcanoes? 

Y3/Y4 Compare Plymouth’s local geography (coastlines, hills) 
with volcanic regions, discussing why humans li ve in 
risky areas and linking to global settlements. 

Why Are Rainforests 
Important to Us? 

Y3/Y4 Connect global rainforests to Plymouth by discussing 
imported products (food, timber) and human impact on 
distant en vi ronments. 

Whe re Does Our Food 
Come From? 

Y3/Y4 Map food sources for Plymouth schools, supermarkets, 
and homes; explore local markets, farms, and fishing 
ports, linking local/global t rade. 

What Is Life Like in the 
Alps? 

Y5/Y6 Compare Plymouth’s landscape and climate with the 
Alps; explore tourism, rec reation, and 
human-en vi ronment inte raction. 

Would You Like to Li ve 
in a Desert? 

Y5/Y6 Compare Plymouth’s temperate climate to dese rt biomes, 
examining adaptations in housing, t ransport, and daily 
life. 

Whe re Does Our 
Ene rgy Come From? 

Y5/Y6 Investigate local ene rgy sources, such as tidal ene rgy 
near Plymouth Sound or wind farms in Devon, linking 
to renewable/non-renewable sources globally. 

 



 

Why Does Population 
Change? 

Y5/Y6 Use Plymouth census data, st reet maps, and historical 
population t rends to unde rstand local population growth, 
migration, and density. 

Why Do Oceans 
Matter? 

Y5/Y6 Study Plymouth Sound and sur rounding coasts, 
examining human use, en vi ronmental impact, 
pollution, and global connections like the Great Bar rier 
Reef. 

Can I Car ry Out an 
Independent Fieldwork 
Enqui ry? 

Y5/Y6 Conduct fieldwork in Plymouth parks, ri ve rs, or st reets, 
measuring human and physical featu res, and 
comparing findings with national/global examples. 
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