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Our Vision:  
At St Paul’s, we empower our pupils with the essential knowledge requi red to become informed, compassionate citizens of the global 
community. Our vision is for e ve ry child to be supported in reaching their full potential, blossoming into the indi viduals God intended 
them to be and flourishing within His love. 

Our cur riculum is deeply anchored in a rich unde rstanding of our shared history, he ritage, and cultu re, while remaining responsi ve 
to our local community's unique opportunities and challenges. We stri ve to make a t ransformati ve diffe rence in our child ren's 
li ves—ele vating aspi rations, securing academic excellence, and nurtu ring a profound love for themsel ves and othe rs. 

We aim to ignite a sense of awe and wonder, building the self-confidence necessary for our pupils to act as 'agents of change'. By 
equipping them to na vigate their world safely, healthily, and purposefully, we prepare them to take their place in society and, in the 
words of St. Cathe rine of Siena: "BE WHO GOD MEANT YOU TO BE AND YOU WILL SET THE WORLD ON FIRE!" 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MFL intent:  
At St Paul's, our French cur riculum is designed to foster a deep love of language lea rning and a genuine appreciation for 
Francophone cultu res. We aim to ensure that all pupils de velop the confidence to communicate effecti vely in French for 
practical purposes, using both written and spoken language. 

Our intent is to de velop "Language Detecti ves," pupils who are curious, in vestigati ve, and independent. Through 
exploring the three knowledge pilla rs of Phonics, Vocabula ry, and Grammar, pupils lea rn to recognise patte rns, spot 
cognates, and use context to decode unfamiliar language. This approach provides a robust foundation for futu re language 
lea rning at Key Stage 3 and beyond, while also st rengthening pupils' unde rstanding of English and their own cultu ral 
identity. 

By deli ve ring a high-quality language education, we aim to liberate pupils from insula rity, foste ring inte rcultu ral respect 
and equipping them with the attitudes needed to thri ve as global citizens in a di ve rse world. 

Key Pilla rs: 

●​ Phonics: Explicit teaching of sound-spelling links using "Mouth Mechanics" to ensure accurate pronunciation and 
intonation. 

●​ Vocabula ry: A focus on high-frequency words, practical phrases, and the recognition of cognates. 
●​ Grammar: Building an unde rstanding of how language works, including word classes, gender, and sentence 

st ructu re. 



 

MFL implementation:  
 

The French scheme of work at St Paul’s is deli ve red through the Kapow Primary cur riculum, st ructu red around three 
cumulati ve knowledge st rands: Phonics, Vocabula ry, and Grammar. This knowledge is applied through our skills 
st rands: Language Comprehension (Listening and Reading) and Language Production (Speaking and Writing). 

Pedagogical Approach 
●​ Phonics & Pronunciation: Pronunciation is prioritised from Year 3. We utilise "Mouth Mechanics" videos to support 

pupils with specific French phonemes and sound-spelling links, ensuring accuracy in spoken production. 
●​ Language Detecti ve Skills: Our teaching focuses on de veloping "detecti ve" skills—identifying word classes, spotting 

cognates/near-cognates, and recognising grammatical patte rns—rather than committing vast amounts of 
vocabula ry to rote memory. 

●​ Spiral Cur riculum: Skills and vocabula ry are re visited repeatedly with inc reasing complexity.  
●​ For the 2025-2027 academic year, specific "bridging" continues to be in place from last year to ensure a smooth 

t ransition towards full cur riculum alignment by 2028. 
●​ Lesson St ructu re: Disc rete French lessons are deli ve red weekly (minimum 60 minutes). Lessons incorporate varied 

st rategies, including role-play, inte racti ve games, and authentic French media (songs, stories, and rhymes). 

Daily Integration & Envi ronment 



To ma ximize exposure, French is integrated into daily routines beyond the disc rete lesson: 

●​ Taking the morning register in French. 
●​ Conducting calendar, weather, and date routines in the ta rget language. 
●​ Using classroom inst ructions and praise in French (e.g., Asseyez-vous, Trè s bien). 
●​ Bilingual displays and "Phrase of the Week" signage around the school. 

Support for Staff & Pupils 
●​ Inclusion: Diffe rentiated guidance is provided for e ve ry lesson to ensure accessibility for SEND and EAL pupils, 

utilizing multi-sensory approaches and visual scaffolds. 
●​ Staff CPD: Each unit includes "Teacher Knowledge - Language Points" and inst ructional videos to support staff 

confidence and ensure high-quality deli ve ry, regardless of the teacher's prior linguistic background. 

 

MFL Impact:  
The impact of the scheme is monitored continuously through both formati ve and summati ve assessment. Each lesson 
includes guidance to support teache rs in assessing pupils against the lea rning objecti ves. An assessment spreadsheet is 
a vailable to record child ren’s progress in each lesson to enable you to build a pictu re of their lea rning through each unit. 



After the implementation of French at St Paul's, pupils should lea ve school equipped with a range of language-lea rning 
skills to enable them to study French, or any other language, with confidence at Key Stage 3. The expected impact of 
following the French scheme of work is that child ren will: 

●​ Engage in purposeful dialogue in practical situations (e.g., orde ring in a café , following di rections) and express 
personal opinions. 

●​ Apply "Language Detecti ve" skills to make inc reasingly accurate attempts to read and decode unfamiliar words, 
phrases, and short texts. 

●​ Speak and read aloud with confidence, demonst rating accuracy in pronunciation and intonation through the use of 
"Mouth Mechanics." 

●​ Demonst rate unde rstanding of spoken language by listening and responding appropriately to nati ve and 
non-nati ve speake rs. 

●​ Use bilingual dictionaries independently to support and extend their own language lea rning. 
●​ Identify word classes in a sentence and apply grammatical rules (such as gender and adjecti ve agreement) to c reate 

their own phrases. 
●​ Recognize cognates and near-cognates to tackle unfamiliar vocabula ry in French, English, and other languages. 
●​ Const ruct short, cohe rent texts on familiar topics for diffe rent purposes and audiences. 
●​ Meet the end of Key Stage 2 expectations as outlined in the National Cur riculum for Languages. 

 
 



Transition to 2028 Alignment: 

 2025-2026 Unit Ove rview 
Year 
Group 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Year 3/4 Unit 1: French Greetings 

Unit 2: French Adjecti ves 

Unit 3: French 
Playground Games 

Unit 4: In a French 
Classroom 

 

— 

Unit 5: French 
Transport 

Unit 6: A Cycle of 
Life 

Year 5/6 Year 3 Unit 6: A Cycle of 
Life (Bridge) 

Year 4 Unit 1: Port raits 

Year 4 Unit 2: Clothes 

Year 4 Unit 3: French 
Numbers 

Year 4 Unit 4: 
French Weather 



Year 4 Unit 5: 
French Food 

Year 4 Unit 6*: 
Eurovision 

2026-2027 Unit Ove rview 
Year 
Group 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Year 3/4 
(Mi xed 
3/4 - 
Cycle A) 

 

 

— 

 

Unit 1: French Greetings 
with puppets 

Unit 2: French adjecti ves  
of colour, size and shape 

 

 

 

Unit 3: Playground 
games, numbers and 
age 

Unit 4: In a french 
classroom 

 

Unit 5: Bon apretit 

Unit 6: Shopping for 
French food 

 

 



Year 4/5 
(Mi xed 
3/4 - 
Cycle B) 

 

 

 

 

— 

Unit 1: This is me 

Unit 2: School Days 

Unit 3: Birthday 
celebrations 

Unit 4: Colourful 
Creatu res 

Unit 5: Fabulous 
French food 

Unit 6: Gourmet 
tour of France 

Year 6 

(Mi xed 
Y5/6 
cycle A) 

Unit 1: Port raits 
desc ribing in French 

Unit 2: Meet my French 
family 

Unit 3: Clothes - 
Getting dressed in 
France 

Unit 4: French 
Weather 

Unit 5: Exploring 
the French-speaking 
world 

Unit 6: Planning a 
French holiday 

 

 



Implementation & Progression 
The French scheme of work is deli ve red weekly through disc rete 30 minute lessons, supplemented by daily ta rget 
language integration (registe rs, dates, and classroom inst ructions). The cur riculum follows a spi ral st ructu re, 
re visiting key skills with inc reasing complexity 
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